
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 In July – September 2012, the 

region received $5.5 million in 

humanitarian funding 

 ECHO remains the region’s 

largest donor 

 Food security programmes in 

Tajikistan most funded 

 

The Regional Humanitarian 
Funding Update is an overview 
of funding levels and trends in 
the countries of the Caucasus 
and Central Asia, mainly based 
on data reported to the Finan-
cial Tracking Service (FTS), col-
lected and analyzed by the UN 
Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) – 
Regional Office for Caucasus 
and Central Asia (ROCCA). 
 
FTS is a global, real-time data-
base that records all reported 
international humanitarian aid. 
All FTS data are provided by 
donors or recipient organiza-
tions. For more information, 
please visit  
http://fts.unocha.org 
 
Figures in this report represent 
best available estimates at the 
time of publication. 

 

 

 

 

FUNDING 

$5.5 million  

Received in July - September 
(US$) 

FIGURES 

Affected population 

Tajikistan 51,960 people 

Georgia 20,000 families 

 

Limited humanitarian funding for the region  
Georgia, Tajikistan receive most of region’s $5.5 million in humanitarian aid 
During the third quarter of 2012, countries in the Caucasus and Central Asia enjoyed lim-
ited donor attention that amounted to US$5.5 million in humanitarian aid and support to 
reducing the risks of disasters. Ahead of the harvest season, Tajikistan continued receiv-
ing assistance to cope with the food insecurity that had plagued many rural households 
since last year. Humanitarian actors in Georgia received over half a million dollars to im-
prove living conditions of vulnerable people in Samegrelo and Abkhazia, as well as to 
fortify the resilience of these people to outside shocks and natural disasters. Georgia is 
still home to some 274,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs).  Humanitarian partners in 
Armenia are reviewing a school disaster preparedness plan that is expected to be piloted 
in over 100 schools, pre-schools and special care institutions, ultimately reaching over 
15,000 people.   
 

Storms in Georgia: humanitarian agencies rush to assist 20,000 families 
On 19 July, heavy rains, strong winds, hail and consequent 
flooding caused chaos in the streets and fields of three re-
gions in Georgia, damaging infrastructure, tearing off roofs, 
and blowing away harvests in the fertile lands of Kakheti. As 
a result, at least 20,000 households suffered – mostly farmers 
and their families. The Government was quick to react by al-
locating $100 million towards immediate relief and early re-
covery assistance.  
In the absence of proper resources to estimate the damage 
and ramifications of the disaster in detail, the Government 
requested the United Nations Development Programme and 
the World Bank to undertake a thorough needs assessment. 
This assessment will build on the findings of a rapid needs 
assessment conducted by CARE International, World Vision 
and the Georgian Red Cross immediately following the disas-
ter. A few humanitarian organizations and donors mobilized 
over $200,000 to ensure that the affected farmers not only 
quickly recover from the disaster, but also learn from it and build their resilience to future 
hazards.  
 

Military operation traps 30,000 civilians in Tajikistan 
On 24 July, residents of the Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Region (GBAR) woke to 
explosions and gun shots, as the Government of Tajikistan launched a special military 
operation against an armed group suspected to have staged the assassination of a high-
ranking GBAR security official on 21 July 2012. The authorities cut off all communication 
lines with GBAR and closed roads during the one-day operation. About 30,000 residents 
of the Khorog area (capital of GBAR) were trapped in the conflict, which reportedly killed 
at least 30 civilians, 18 soldiers and 30 militants. Only a handful of humanitarian organiza-
tions were granted access to the affected areas immediately after cessation of the opera-
tion to provide food, medical supplies, first aid kits, cooking sets and bed items.  
 

 
Credit: CARE International 
Georgia (July 2012) –  Damage 
from the July storms incurred on 
orchards in Kakheti can affect 
multiple years’ harvests 
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Humanitarian funding flows into the region 
ECHO remains the region’s top donor for second quarter straight 

Between July and September 2012, donors supported disaster response and risk reduc-
tion initiatives in Armenia, Georgia and Tajikistan. Kazakhstan and the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia sent food aid to Tajikistan to help the country in fighting food insecurity. ECHO 
granted funds under its Humanitarian Implementation Plan to Mercy Corps, Save the 
Children and the World Food Programme.  

Humanitarian funding to the Central Asia and Caucasus region, July – September 2012 

 
Source: UN Financial Tracking Service (fts.unocha.org) 

IFRC fund supports emergency response in Georgia and Tajikistan 

The Georgia Red Cross Society (GRCS) received close to 
$190,000 from IFRC’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund 
(DREF) and requested further support from partner national 
societies in assisting over 3,000 people affected by storms on 
19 July. In total, GRCS received about $240,000 to provide 
affected families with blankets, mattresses, kitchen sets and 
hygiene parcels. The Danish Red Cross, with support from 
the Danish Government, provided $32,969.  

In Tajikistan, the International Federation of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) allocated about $200,000 
from DREF to enable delivery of immediate assistance and 
psychosocial help to thousands of affected people in GBAR. 

Donors help build disaster resilient communities in 
the Caucasus 

During the third quarter, ongoing and new initiatives aimed at equipping vulnerable peo-
ple with the knowledge and skills to withstand disasters continued to receive donor sup-
port. A joint disaster risk reduction programme in Armenia, ongoing projects with IDPs in 
Georgia and new initiatives to help affected farmers in Kakheti received funding from a 
group of traditional donors: ECHO, Germany and Switzerland. 

A contribution of $414,078 from the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
(SDC) enabled the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) to continue helping conflict-affected 
people in west Georgia and Abkhazia. A veteran humanitarian organization, DRC has 
worked in west Georgia since 1996, and Abkhazia since 2005. Working on both sides of 
the Administrative Boundary Line that separates the two territories, DRC has provided 
shelter assistance and income generation grants to thousands of IDP families and vul-
nerable residents. DRC has implemented over 40 community infrastructure projects cho-
sen by community members. 

With support from the Government of Germany, Arbeiter-Samariter-Bund Deutschland 
e.V (ASB) will train over 4,000 IDPs in Samegrelo, west Georgia, on how to prepare for 
disasters, behave during and after a crisis, and deliver basic first aid.  ASB will work 
through special initiative groups in 50 collective centres where IDPs have settled down. 

$414,078 

$241,099 

$32,969 

$2,450,981 

$1,189,279 

$270,000 

ECHO

Saudi Arabia

Switzerland

Kazakhstan

Germany

Denmark

Armenia

Georgia

Tajikistan

Credit: GRCS 
Georgia (July 2012) –  On 21 
September, local authorities with 
GRCS staff and volunteers distrib-
uted parcels to 641 families in 
Vachnadziani, one of the most 
affected villages in Kakheti region 

Tajikistan receives 70 

per cent of all aid com-

ing into the region, all 

of which goes to com-

batting food insecurity 

 

 

In the third quarter, do-

nors gave $1.5 million to 

mitigate disaster risks in 

the Caucasus  
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For more information, 
please contact:  
 

Zarina  
Nurmukhambetova 
Communications Associate 
 nurmukhambetova@un.org 
Tel. (+727) 258 26 43 
 
Subscribe to us at 
http://eepurl.com/kdMwD 

The organization emphasizes improving relations between host and IDP communities by 
engaging the former in project activities.  

Germany also supported CARE International’s “Agricultural Rehabilitation Project for 4 
villages in Kakheti”, aimed at helping disaster-affected farmers recover from 19 July 
storms. CARE has helped in clearing up devastated land plots and continues consulting 
farmers, providing seeds, pesticides and fertilizers. By compiling and spreading important 
agricultural knowledge, CARE helps farmers adapt to a changing environment. This 
knowledge is expected to reach beyond the target four villages, empowering entire rural 
communities in the face of changing climate and sudden-onset emergencies.  

Humanitarian funding flows out of the region 
Kazakhstan gives aid to Tajikistan, pledges more outgoing aid 

In July, Kazakhstan followed up on its March promise to provide aid to Tajikistan. Since 
2006, Kazakhstan has provided $20 million in support to Tajikistan – mostly through food 
aid. Speaking at the World Humanitarian Day press conference on 22 August in Almaty, 
the Head of the Representative Office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Almaty ex-
pressed hope that Kazakhstan will increase the proportion of humanitarian aid provided in 
cash and engage more in international humanitarian aid mechanisms.   

Consolidated Appeal Process at mid-year 
$4 billion dollars still required to help millions of people in need 

In July, Emergency Relief Coordinator Valerie Amos revealed the mid-year review of con-
solidated appeals. The mid-year review painted a mixed picture of the world’s humanitari-
an situation, where 62 million people in 20 countries are in dire need of help. In 2012, 
consolidated appeals required $8.8 billion, 54 per cent of which was received by early 
October 2012.  

None of the countries in the Caucasus and Central Asia has contributed to consolidated 
appeals this year. The lack of support likely stems from low awareness of the strategic 
process among countries beyond traditional donor states. This is likely to change, with 
Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan clearly showing signs of more active participation in interna-
tional humanitarian affairs through their respective aid agencies – AIDA (established in 
2011) and KazAID (in the process of being established). 

The Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP) brings aid organizations together to jointly 
plan, coordinate, implement and monitor their response to natural disasters and complex 
emergencies. It also allows them to appeal for funds cohesively, not competitively. This 
means people in need can be supported in a timely, predictable and accountable way. 

 
A consolidated appeal com-
prises a common humanitarian 
action plan and concrete pro-
jects necessary to implement 
that plan. An appeal helps bring 
relief to as many people as 
possible, as fast as possible. 

The CAP ensures close coop-
eration among donors, NGOs, 
the International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement, the 
International Organization for 
Migration (IOM), United Nations 
agencies and host govern-

ments. A consolidated appeal document presents a snapshot of the situation and re-
sponse plans. If the situation or people’s needs change, any part of an appeal can be 
revised at any time. For more information on the CAP go to http://www.unocha.org/cap/ 

  

As of 16 July 2012, 62 

million people in 20 

countries are in dire 

need of help 
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